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MONO-DIAMETER WELLBORE CASING 
Cross Reference To Related Applications 
This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. utility application serial number 
09/454,139, attorney docket number 25791.3.02, filed on 12/3/1999, which claimed the 
5 benefit of the filing date of U.S. provisional patent application serial number 

SO/1 1 1,293. attorney docket number 25791.3, filed on 12/7/1998, the disclosures of 
which are Incorporated herein by reference. 

This application is related to the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent 

10 application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 257917.02, (Filed on 2/23/2000, 
(3) U.S; patent application serial no. 09/502,350. attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02, filed 
on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338. attorney docket no. 
25791 .9.02. filed on 1 1/15/1 999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523.460. 
attorney docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed on 3/10/2000. (5) U.S. patent application serial 

15 no. 09/512.895. attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/20GO. (7) U.S. patent 
appltestlon serial no. 09/51 1 ,941 , attorney docket no. 25791 .16.02, filed on 2/24/2000. 
(8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,948, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed 
on 6/7/2000. (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 
25791. 23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application serial no. 

20 PCT/USO0/18635. attorney (Socket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1.1 ) U.S. 

provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671 , attorney docket no. 25791 .27, filed 
on 11/1/1998, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney 
docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 80/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. 

25 provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 59,039, attorney docket no. 25791 .36, filed 
on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159.033, attorney 
docket no. 25791.37, flted on 10/12/1989, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791 .39, {filled on 

30 11/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney 
docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provlsicnaJ patent application serial 
no. 60/221 ,645, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791 .47, filed on 
9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney 

35 docket.no. 25791 .48, fitsd on 10/2/2000, and (22) U.S. provisional patent application 



serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, fiEad on 1/17/2001, the disclosures 
of which are -incorporated herein by reference. 

Background of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to wellbore casings, and in particular to wellbore 
casings that are formed using expandable tubing. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a number of casings are installed in 
the borehole to prevent collapse of the borehole wall and to prevent undestred outflow 
of drilling fluid Into the formation or inflow of fluid from the formation into the borehole. 
The borehole is drilled in Intervals whereby a casing which is to be installed In a lower 
borehole interval c$ lowered through a previously installed casing of an upper borehole 
interval. As a consequence of this procedure the casing of the tower Interval is of 
smaller diameter than the casing of the upper interval. Thus, the casings are in a 
nested arrangement with casing diameters decreasing in downward direction. Cement 
annul! are provided between the outer surfaces of the casings and the borehole wall to 
seal the casings from the borehole wall. As a consequence of this nested arrangement 
a relatively large borehole diameter is required at the upper part of the wellbore. Such 
a large borehole diameter involves increased costs due to heavy casing handling 
equipment, large drill bits and increased volumes of drilling fluid and drill cuttings. 
Moreover, increased drilling rig time is Involved due to required cement pumping, 
cement hardening, required equipment changes due to large variations in hole 
diameters drilled in the course of the well, and the large volume of cuttings drilled and 
removed. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the limitations of 
ths existing procedures for forming new sections of casing in a wellbore. 

Summary of the Invention 

According to one aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming a 
walbore casing in a borehole Bocated in a subterranean formation Including a 
preexisting wellbore casing is provided that includes a support member including a first 
fluid passage, an expansion cone coupted to the support member including a second 
fluid passage ftuldicly coupted to the first fluid passage, an expandable tubular liner 
movabiy coupted to the expansion cone, and an expandable shoe coupled to the 
expandable tubular liner. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a shoe is provided that 
Includes an upper annular portion, an intermediate annular portion, and a Cower annular 
portion. The Intermediate annular portal has an outer drcwnferehos that is larger 
than the culler drcumferenoes of the upper and lower annular portions. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of forming a 
wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a preexisting wellbore casing 
positioned in a borehole is provided that Includes installing a tubular liner, an expansion 
oone, and a shoe In the borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by 
5 injecting a fluidic material into the shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of the 
tubular liner by injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a preexisting wellbore casing ^ v ' 
positioned In a borehole is provided that Includes means for Installing a (tubular liner^ 
1 0 expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, means for radially expanding at least a \ 
portion of the shoe, and means for radially expanding at [least a portion of the tubular 
liner. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation including a preexisting wellbore 

1 § rasing positioned In a borehole is provided that includes a tubular liner, and means for 
radially expanding and coupling ths tubular liner to an overlapping portion of the 
preexisting weBbora rasing. The inside diameter ctf the radially expanded tubular liner 
is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-oveirlapping portion of the 
preexisting wellbore rasing. 

20 Accosting to another aspect of the present invention, a wellbore casing 

positioned in a borehda within a subterranean formation is provided that includes a first 
wellbore rasing, and a second wellbore rasing coupled to and overlapping with th3 first 
weibore rasing. The seoond weilbore rasing is coupled to the first wsibore rasing by 
the process of: Insteing the second wellbore rasing, an expansion cum, and a shoe in 

25 the borehole, radially expanding sit least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 
material into the shoe, and racMy expanding at bast a portion of the second welllbons 
-rasing by Impeding a fluidic material into the boreho!e bellow the expansion com'. 

According to another aspsct of the present invention, a method of forming a 
tabular structure in a subterranean formation having a preexisting tubular member 

30 postponed In a borehole is provided that indudes installing a tubular trier, an expansion 
cone, and a shoe in the borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by 
injecflng a Jluldlc materia! into the shoe, and radially expanding at least a portton of the 
tubular liner by injecting a flukJta material into the' borehote below the expansion con®. 
According to another asjsset of the present Invention, an apparatus for forming 

35 a tubular structure in a subtormrtxsian formation having a preexisting tubular member 

positioned In a borehote) is pratridod that includes means fb?<instalng a tubular liner, ©ro - 
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expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, means for radially expanding at least a 
portion of the shoe, and means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular 
liner. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for forming 
5 a tubular structure within a subterranean formation including a preexisting tubular 

member positional in a borehole is provided that includes a tubular liner and means for 
radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping portion of the 
preexisting tubular member. The inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner 
is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of the 
10 preexisting tubular member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a tubular structure 
positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation Is provided that Includes a first 
tubular member and a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first 
tubular member. The second tubular member is coupled to the first tubular member by 
15 the process of: installing the second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe 
in the borehole, radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 
material into the shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular 
member by injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
20 FIG. 1 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the drilling of a new 

section of a well borehole. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the placement of an 
embodiment of an apparatus for creating a mono-diameter wellbore casing within the 
new section of the well borehole of FIG. 1 . 
25 FIG. 2a is a cross-sectional view of a portion erf the shoe of the apparatus of 

FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2b is a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe of the apparatus 
of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2c is a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe of the apparatus 
30 ofFIG.2. 

FIG. 2d is a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe of the apparatus 
of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2e is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 2c. 
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FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a 
hard enable fluidic sealing material through the apparatus and into the new section of 
the well borehole of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 3a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 

5 FIG. 3. 

FIG. 3b is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 3a. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a fluidic 
material into the apparatus of FIG. 3 in order to fluidicly isolate the interior of the shoe. 
10 FIG. 4a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 

FIG. 4. 

FIG. 4b is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 4a. 

FIG, 5 is a cross-sectional view Illustrating the radial expansion of the shoe of 

15 FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the lowering of the expandable 
expansion cone Into the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 Is a cross-sectional view illustrating the expansion of the expandable 
expansion cone of the apparatus of FIG. 6. 
20 FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of fluidic material into 

the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the completion of the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member of the apparatus of FIG. 8. 

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the removal of the bottom portion of 
25 the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 9. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the formation of a mono-diameter 
wellborn casing that includes a plurality of overlapping mono-diameter wellborn 
casings. 

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the placement of an 
30 alternative embodiment of an apparatus for creating a mono-diameter wellbore casing 
within the wellborn of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 12a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 12. 

FIG. 1 2b is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
35 FIG. 12. 
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FIG. 12c is a cross-sectional view of another portion of the shoe of the 
apparatus of FIG. 12. 

FIG. 1 2d is a cross-sectionaJ view of another portion of the she© of the 
apparatus of FIG. 12. 
5 FIG. 1 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of a 

harderoable flui die sealing material through the apparatus and into the new section of 
the ymll borehole of FIG. 1 2. 

FIG, 1 3a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 13. 

10 FIG. 14 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the Injection of a fluidic 

material into the apparatus of FIG. 1 3 In order to fluidlcly isolate the Interior of the shoe. 

FIG. 14a is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the shoe of the apparatus of 
FIG. 14. 

FIG. 15 is a crass-sectional view illustrating the radial expansion of the shoe of 
15 FIG. 14, 

FOG. 16 Is a cross-sectional view illustrating the lowering o? the expandable 
expansion con© 5nto the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 1 5. 

FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the expansion of the expandable 
expansion cone of the apparatus of FIG. 18. 
20 FDG. 1 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the injection of fluidic material into 

the radially expanded shoe of the apparatus of FIG. 17. 

FOG. 19 Is a eross-seeticnal view illustrating the completion of the radial 
• expansion of the expandable tubular member of the apparatus of FIG. 1 8. 

FOG. 20 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the removal of the bottom portion of 
25 . the radially expanded shoe of the appairatus of FOG. 1 9. 

Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments 
Referring initially to FIGS. 1 , 2, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 3, 3a, 3b, 4, 4a, 4b, and 5- 
H 0 9 an embodiment of an- apparatus and method for towting a mono-diameter w$llbore 
casing wiOTn a subterranean tarnation will now be described. As illustrated in Rg. 1 , a 
30' weMbora* 100 is positioned en a subterranean formation 105. .The wellbor© 100 includes 
a pine-existing cased section 110 having a tubullar rasing 1 115 and an annular outer 
layer 1120 off a fluidic sealing material such as, for example, cement The weUboms 100 
may be positioned in any orientation from vertical to horizontal. In several alternative 
embodiments, the preexisting cased section 110 does not include the annular outer 
35 . layer 120. - 
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In order to extend the wellbore 1 00 into the subterranean formation 105. a drill 
string 125 is used in a well known manner to drill out material from the subterranean 
formation 105 to form a new walibore section 130. In a preferred embodiment, the 
inside diameter of the new wellbore section 1 30 is greater than the inside diameter of 
5 the preexisting wellbore casing 115. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 2, 2a, 2b. 2c, 2d, and 2e, an apparatus 200 for forming a 
wellbore casing in a subterranean formation is then positioned in the new section 1 30 
of the wallboire 1 00. The apparatus 200 preferably includes an expansion cone 205 
having a fluid passage 205a that supports a tubular member 210 that includes a tower 
10 portion 210a, an intermediate portion 21 0b, an upper portion 21 0c, and an upper end 
portion 21Q& 

The expansion cone 205 may be any number of conventional commercially 
available expansion cones. In several alternative embodiments, the expansion cone 
205 may be controllably expandable in the radial direction, for example, as disclosed in 

15 U.S. patent nos. 5,348,095, and/or 6,012,523, the disclosures of which are 
Incorporated herein by reference. 

The tubular member 210 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, Oilfield Country Tubular Goods 
(OCTG), 1 3 chromium steel tubing/rasing, or plastic tubing/casing. In a preferred 

20 embodiment, the tubular member 21 0 is fabricated from OCTG in ostieir to maximize 
strength after expansion. In several alternative embodiments, the tubular member 210 
may be solid and/or slotted. For typical tubular member 210 materials, the length of 
the tubular member 210 b preferably limited to between about 40 to 20.000 feet in 
length. 

25 The lower portion 210a of the tubular member 210 preferably has a larger 

Instd© diameter than the upper portion 210c of the tubular member. In a preferred 
embodiment, the wall thickness of the intermediate portion 210b of the tubular member 
201 es less than the wall thickness of the upper portion 210c of the tubular member In 
order to facilitate the initiation of the radiall expansion process In a preferred 

30 embodiment, the upper end portion 210d of the tu&ular member 210 Is slotted, 

perforated, or cflherwbe modified to catch or ©low down the expansion cone 205 when 
K oomptetes.the exin^lo^ in a preferred embodiment, wall 

thtatoess o? the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubufar member 210 is gradually tapered 
In order to gradually reduce the required radial expansion forces during the latter 

35 stages of the radial expansion process. In this manner, shod; loading conditions 
. during the latter stages of the radial expansion process are aft least minimized. 
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A shoe 215 is coupted to the lower portion 210a of the tubular member. The 
shoe 215 includes an upper portion 215a, an intermediate portion 215b, and lower 
portion 21 5c having a valveable fluid passage 220 that is preferably adapted to receive 
a plug, dart, or other similar element for oontrollably sealing the fluid passage 220. In 
5 this manner, the fluid passage 220 may be optimally sealed off by introducing a plug, 
dart and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 220. 

The upper and lower portions, 215a and 215c, of the shoe 215 are preferably 
substantially tubuter, arid the intermediate portion 21 5b off the shoe is preferably at 
least partially folded inwardly. Furthermore, in a preferred embodiment, when the 
10 intermediate portion 215b erf the shoe 215 to unfolded by the application of fluid 

pressure to the interior region 230 of the shoe, Che InsJde and outside diameters of the 
intermediate portion are preferably both greater than the inside and outside diameters 
of the upper and lower portions, 215a and 215a In Shis manner, the outer 
drcumSerence of the intern^ 
15 than the outside circumferences of the upper and lower portfons, 21 5a and 21 5b, of the 
shoe. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 215 further includes one or more through 
and skte outlet ports in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 220. In this 
manner, the shoe 215 optimally injects hardenable fluidic sealing material into the 

20 region outside the shoe 215 and tubular member 210. 

In an alternative embodiment, the flow passage 220 Is omitted. 
A support member 225 having fluid passages 225a and 225b is coupled to the 
expansion con© 205 for supporting the apparatus 200. The fluid passage 225a is 
preferably flusdicSy ccupied to the flu8d passage 205a. In thos manner, fluidic materials 

25 may be conveyed to end from the regton 230 betow the expansion ©one 205 and above 
the tetftom of the shoe 21 5. The fluid passage 225b Is preferably ffluWiety eeupted to 
the fluid passage 225a and includes a ©onventional control valve. On this manner, 
during plaosment of the apparatus 200 within the welbore 100, surge pressures ran be 
rolirosd by the fluid passage 225b. In a preferred- embodiment, the support member 

30 225 further includes one or more conventional oentrallzera (not illustrated) to help 
stabilize the apparatus 200. 

During placement erf the apparatus 200 within the wefbore 1 00, the fluid 
passage 225a is preferably selected to transport materials such as, for example, drilling 
mud or formation fluids at Stow (rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 3,000 

35 galtonsrtrtnute and 0 to 9,000 psi in order to minimis© drag on the tubuter member 
befing run and to minimize surge pressures exerted on the wellborn 1 30 which could 
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cause & loss of wellbor© fluids and lead to hole collapse. During placement of the 
apparatus 200 within the wellbore 100, the fluid passage 225b is preferably selected to 
convey fluldte materials at flow rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 3,000 
galtons/minute and 0 to 9,000 psi in order to reduce the drag on the apparatus 200 
during Insertion into the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 and to minimize surge 
pressures on the new wallbore section 1 30. 

A cup seal 235 is coupled to and supported by the support member 225. The 
cup seat 235 prevents foreign materials from entering the Interior region of the tubular 
member 210 adjacent to the expansion cone 205. The cup seal 235 may be any 
number of conventional commercially available cup seals such as, for example, TP 
cups, or Selective Injection Packer (SIP) cups modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the cup seal 235 is a 
SIP cup seal, available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to 
optimally block foreign material and contain a body of lubricant in several alternative 
embodiments, the cup seal 235 may oncJude a plurality of cup seals. 

One or more sealing members 240 are preferably coupled to and supported by 
the exterior surface of the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular member 210. The 
sealing mambeirs 240 preferably provide an overlapping joint between the lower end . 
portion 11 15a o(f the (raising 1 15 and the upper end portion 21 Od off the tubular member 
210. The sealing members 240 may be any number erf ^w^nflonal commerctelly 
available seals such as, for exampBe, lead, rubber, Teflor^or epoxy seals modified in 
acoorcSanoe with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, 
the seeing members 240 are molded from Stratalock epoxy available from Halliburton 
Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order, to optimally provide a load bearing Interference 
fit between the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210 and the tower end 
portion 1 15a off the existing rasing .1 15. 

In a pyefenn^d ©mbodioront, the sealing members 240 m& selected to optimally 
provide © sufficient firicStonal tone® to support the expanded tubular member 210 from 
thQ existing) casing 115. Dm a preferred embodiment, the fntfbnal force optimally 
provided) by the ©eating members 240 ranges from about 1 ,000 to 1,000,000 Ibf in 
order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 21 0. 

In an alternattv® embodiment, the sealing members 240 are omitted from the 
upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210, and a load bearing metahto-metal 
interference fit Is provided between upper end portion of the tubular member end the 
taser end. portton 1 1Sa of dhe existing rasing 1 15 toy plastically deforming and radially 
expanding the tubular member into contact with the existing casting. 
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In a preferred embodiment, a quantity of lubricant 245 is provided in the annular 
region above the expansion cone 205 within the interior of the tubular member 210. In 
this manner, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of the expansion cone 205 is 
facilitated. The lubricant 245 may be any number erf conventional commercially 
5 available lubricants such as, for example, lubriplatef chlorine based lubricants, oil 
based lubricants or Climax 1500 Antfeieze (3100). In a preferred embodiment, tha 
lubricant 245 Is Climax 1 500 Antisiaze (3100) available from Climax Lubricants and 
Equipment Co. in Houston, TX in order to optimally provide optimum lubrication to 
facilitate (the expansion process. 
10 Una preferred embodiment, the support member 225 is thoroughly cleaned prior 

to assembly to the remaining portions of the apparatus 200. In this manner, the 
introduction of foreEgn material into the apparatus 200 is minimized. This minimizes the 
possibility of foreign material clogging the various flow passages and valves of the 
apparatus 200. 

15 On a ptnsfemad embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 200 within 

the new section 1 30 of the wellbora 1 00, a couple of wallbore volumes are circulated In 
order to ensure that no foreign materials are located within the wellbore 100 that might 
dog up the various flow passages and valves of the apparatus 200 and to ensure that 
no foreign material interferes with the expansion process. 

20 • As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 2e, in a preferred embodiment, during placement 
of the apparatus 200 within the wellbotre 100, fluidic materials 250 within the weBbore 
that are displaced by the apparatus are at least partially conveyed through the fluid 
passages 220, 205a, 225a, and 225b. In this manner, surge pressures created by the 
placement of the apparatus within the wellbore 100 are reduced. 

25 As lustfsted in FIGS. 3, 3a, and 3b, the fluid passage 225b is then dosed and 

a hardenabte flWIc sealing material 255 is then pumped from a surface location into 
the fluid passages 225a and 205a. The material 255 then passes from the fluid 
passage 205a into the interior (region 230 of the shoe 215 below the expansion cone 
205. The material 255 tfran passes torn the Interior region 230 into the fluid passage 

30 220. The material 255 then exits the apparatus 200 and fills an annular region 230 
between the exterior of the tubular member 210 and the interior wail of the new secton 
130 of the wellbore 100. Gtimtlnuied pumping of the material 255 causes the material to 
All up st least a portion of ftho annuiar region 280. 

The material! 255 preferably pumped into the annular region 280 at pressures 

35 and flow rates ranging, tar exampte, .from about 0 to 5000 psl and 0 to 1 ,500 

galtons/mSn, respectively. The optimum flow rate and cpoyuactg prassuros vary as a 
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Junction of the casing and wellbore sizes, wellbore section length, available pumping 
equipment, and fluid properties of the flufdic material being pumped. The optimum flow 
rate and operating pressure are preferably determined using conventional empirical 
methods. 

5 The hardenable fluidte sealing material 255 may be any number of conventional 

commercially available hardenable ffltsEdlc sealing materials such as, for example, slag 
mix, oament, latex or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the hardenable fluSdta sealing 
material 255 is a blended cement prepared specifically for the particular well section 
being drilled from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX In order to provide opttimal 

10 support for tubular member 210 while also maintaining optimum flow characteristics so 
as to minimize difficulties during the displacement of cement in the annular region 260. 
The optimum blend of the blended cement is preferably determined using conventional 
empirical methods. In several alternative embodiments, the hardenable fluidic sealing 
material 255 is compressible before, during, or after curing. 

1 5 The annular region 260 preferably is filled with the materia! 255 in sufficient 

quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 210, the annular 
region 260 of the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 will be fitted with the material 
255. 

In an alternative embodiment, the injection of the material 255 into the annular 
20 region 260 is omitted, or is provided after the radial expansion of the tubular member 
210. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 4, 4a, and 4b, once the annular region 260 has been 
adequately fled with the material 255, a plug 265, or other similar device, is introduced 
into the fluid passage 220, theceby fluldidy isolating the interior region 230 from the 

25 annular region 260. In a preferred embodiment, a non-hardenabl® fluidic material 270 
is then pumped into the interior [region 230 causing the interior region to pressurize. In 
this manner, the interior region 230 of the expanded tubular member 210 will not 
contain significant amounts off the cured material 255. This ®lso reduces and simplifies 
the cost o? the entire process. Alternatively, (the material 255 may be - used during this 

30 ptae of the process. 

As Illustrated in PIG. 5, In a preferred embodiment, the continued Injection of 
the fluidic material 270 prossurizes the regfon 230 and unfolds the IntormodlatQ portion 
21 5b of the shoe 215. In a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter of the unfolded 
intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 215 is greater than the outside diameter of the 

35 upper and to^er portions, 21 5a and 21 5b, of the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, th® 
Inside and outside dfamsters of the unfolded intermediate portion 215b off the shoe 2D5 
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are greater than the inside and outside diameters, respectively, of the upper and lower 
portions, 215a and 215b, of the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter 
of the unfolded intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 215 is substantially equal to or 
greater than She inside diameter of the preexisting rasing 1 1 5 in order to optimally 
5 facilitate the formation of a mono-diameter wellbore casing. 

M illustrated in FIG. 6, in a preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is 
then lowexred into tthe unfolded intermediate portion 215b of the shoe 215. In a 
preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 Ss lowered into the unfolded 
intermediate portion 21 5b off the shoe 21 5 until the bottom of the expansion cone is 

10 proximate the tower portion 215c of the shoe 215. In a preferred embodiment, during 
the lowering of the expansion cone 205 into the unfolded intermediate portion 21 5b of 
the shoe 21 5, the material 255 within the annular region 260 and/or the bottom of the 
wellbore section 1 30 matotains the shoe 21 5 in a substantially stationary position. 
As illustrated in FIG. 7, in a preferred embodiment the outsfde diameter of the 

15 expansion cone 205 is then increased, in a preferred embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the expansion cone 205 is increased as disclosed in U.S. patent rtos. 
5,348,095, and/or 6,012,523, the disclosures of which are incorporate herein by 
reference. In a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter of the radially expanded 
expansion coo© 205 is substantially equal to the inside diameter of the preexisting 

20 wallbore rasing 115. 

In an alternative embodiment, the expansion cons 205 is not lowered into the 
radially expanded portion of the shoe 21 5 prior to being radially expanded. On this 
manner, the upper portion 21 0c of the shoe 21 0 may be radially expanded by the radial 
expansion of the expansion cone 205. 

25 In another alternative embodiment, the expansion cons 205 is not radially 

expanded. 

As Illustrated in FIG. 8, in a preferred embodiment, a fluidic material 275 is then 
injected into the region 230 (through the fluid passages 225a and 205a. In a pfofenred 
embodiment, once the interior region 230 beoomas sufficiently pmassurized, the upper 

30 portion 21 5a cS the shoe 21 5 and the tubular member 21 0 are preferably plastically 
deformed, radiatly expanded, and extruded off of th© expansion cone 205. 
Furthermore, in a preferred embodiment, during the end of the radial expansion 
process, the upper portion 2H0d of the tubular member and the lower portion of the 
preexisting rasing 1 15 that overlap with one another are simultaneous^ plastically 

35 defamsd sind radially expanded. In this manner, a morwHliameter wellbore rasing 
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may be formed that includes the preexisting wellborn casing 1 15 and the radially 
expanded tubular member 210. 

During the extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 may be raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 210. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
5 extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 is raised at approximately the same rat© as 
the tubular member 21 0 is expanded fin order to keep the tubular member 21 0 
stationary relative to the new weilbore section 1 30. In this manner, an overlapping joint 
between the radially expanded tubular member 210 and the tomr portion of the 
preexisting casing 1 1 5 may be optimally formed. In an alternative preferred 

10 embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is maintained in a stationary position during the 
extrusion process thereby allowing the tubular mambar 210 to exforude off of the 
expansion cone 205 and into the new wellbore section 130 under ft* force of gravity 
and the operating pressure of the interior region 230. 

In a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular 

15 member 210 and the lowar portion off the preexisting casing 115 fitoatt overtop with one 
another are ptastecally defomted and radially expanded by the expansion cone 205, the 
expansion oone 205 is dfepteced out of the wellbore 100 by both the operating 
pressure wSthin the region 230 and a upwardly directs axtel fbroe applied to the 
tubular support member 225. 

20 The overlapping Joint between the lower portion of the preexisting casing 1 1 5 

and the radially expanded tubular member 210 preferably provides a gaseous and 
flutdic seal. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the sealing members 245 optimally 
provide a flluidic and gaseous seal in the overtopping joint On an alternative 
embodiment, tie sealing members 245 are omitted. 

25 In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and .(tow rata of the flukSic 

material 275 Is controJtebty ramped down when the expansion com 205 rteaches the 
upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210. In this manner, She sudden release 
of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of the 
expansion oone 205 can be minimised. In a preferred embodiment, the operating' 

30 pressure Is reduosd In a substantially linear fashion from 100% to about 10%.during 
(the Qnd of the extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone 205 Us within 
about 5 feet from completion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion 
210d of the tubular member Is tapered in order to gradually reduce the required 

35 operating pressure for plastically deforming and radially expanding the upper end 
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portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus is at 
least reduced. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided In the support 
member 225 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of pressure. 
5 The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional commercially 
available shock absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in wellbore operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion cone catching structure is 
provided in the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular member 210 In order to catch or 
at least decelerate the expansion cone 205. 
10 In a preferred errtbodiment, the apparatus 200 is adapted to minimize tensile, 

burst, and friction effects upon the tubular member 210 during the expansion process. 
These effects will be depend upon the geometry of the expansion coin® 205, the 
material composition of the tubular member 210 and expansion cone 205, the inner 
diameter of the tubular member 21 0, the wall thickness of the tubular member 21 0, the 
15 type of lubricant, and the yield strength of the tubular member 210. In general, the 
thicker the wall thickness, the smaller the inner diameter, artd the greater the yield 
strength of the tubular mender 210, then the greater the operating pmsssures required 
to extrude the tubular member 210 off of the expansion cone 205. 

For typical] tubular members 21 0, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 off off 
20 the expansion cone 205 will begin when the pressure of the interior region 230 
reaches, for example, approximately 500 to 9,000 psl. 

During the extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 may be raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates ranging, for example, from about 
0 to 5 ft/sec. In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion process, the expansion 
25 cone 205 5s raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates 

ranging fitfm about 0 to 2 ft/sec in order to minimize the time required for the expansion 
process while also permitting easy control of the expansion proosss. 

As illustrated in FIG. 8, once the extrusion process is competed, the expansion 
cone 205 is removed from the wellbore 100. In a preferred embodiment, either before 
30 .or after the removal of- the expansion oone 205. the integrity of the flufcilte seal of the 
overtopping Joint between the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubuJar member 210 and 
the tower end portion 1 15a of the preexisting wellbore casing 115 is tested using 
conventional methods. 

in a preferred embodiment, if the flukJic seal of the overtopping joint between 
35 the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210 artd the tower end portion 1 1 5a 
of the casing 1 1 5 is satisfactory, then any uncured portion of the rnatertal 255 within the 
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expanded tubular member 210 Is then removed In a conventional manner such as, for 
example, circulating the uncured material out of the Interior of the expanded tubular 
member 210. The expansion cone 205 is then pulled out of the wellbore section 130 
and a drill Wt or mill is used in combination with a conventional drilling assembly to drill 
5 out any hardened material 255 within the tubullar mseimber 21 0. In a preferred 
embodiment, the material 255 within the annular negfon 260 is then allowed to fully 
cure. 

As frustrated in FIG. 10, the bottom portion 21 5c of the shoe 215 may then be 
removed by drilling out the bottom portion of the shoe using conventional drilling 

10 methods. The wellbore 100 may then be extended in a conventional manner using a 
conventional drilling assembly. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
extended portion of the wellbore 100 is greater than the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe 215. 

As iustrated in FIG. 1 1 , the method off FIGS. 1-10 may be repeatedly 

15 performed in order to provide a mono-doameter welbore casing that includes 

overlapping weBbcse casings 115 and 210a-210e. The wellbore casomg 1 15, and 210a- 
210s preferably include outer annular layers of fluidic sealing material. Alternatively, 
the outer annular layers of fluidic soaling material may be omitted. In th© manner, a 
mono-diameter wellborn casing may be formed within the subterranean formation that 

20 extends for tens of thousands of feet. Mom generally still, the teachings of FIGS. 1-1 1 
may be used to form a mono-diameter wellbore rasing, a pipeline, a structural support, 
or a tunnel within a subterranean formation at any orientation from the vertical to the 
horizontal. 

In a preferred embodiment, the formation of a mono-diameter wellbore rasing, 
25 as illustrated in FIGS. 1-1 1 , is further provided as disclosed in one or more off the 
foCoftrfng: (1 ) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 
25791.03.02, tiled on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, 
attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial 
no. OS/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02, fEod on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent 
30 application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket -no. 25791.9.02, filed on 11/15/1989, 
(5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523 f 4®0, attorney docket no. 25791.11.02, filed 
on 3/10/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 
25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/511,941, 
attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, (Med on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial 
35 no. OB/588,948, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 8/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent 
eppfcaticn serial no. 08/559,122, attorney docket no. 257911.23.02, filed on 4/28/2000, 



16 



(10) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 
25791 .25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/162,671. attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 
5 9/16/1 999. (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 59,082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, fited on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/159.033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed 
on 10712/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attorney 

10 docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/165.228, attorney docket no. 25791 .39, fited on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney docket no. 25791 .45, filed 
on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,645, attorney 
docket no. 25791 ;48, fited on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial 

15 no. 60/233.638, attorney docket no. 25791.47. filed on 9/18/2000. (21) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/237,334. attorney docket no. 25791.48. fited on 
10/2/2000, and (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262.434, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .51 , filed on 1/1 7/2001 , the disctosures of which are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

20 Referring to FIGS. 12. 12a, 12b. 12c, and 12d, in an alternative embodiment, an 

apparatus 300 for farming a mono-diameter wellbcre casing is positioned within the 
wellbore casing 1 15 that is substantia ESy Identical in design and operation to the 
apparatus 200 except that a shoe 305 is substituted for the shoe 21 5. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 305 includes an upper portion 305a, an 

25 intermediate portion 305b, and a lower portion 305c having a vatveabte fluid passage 
310 that Is preferably adapted to receive a plug, dart, or other similar element for 
contrails bly sealing the fluid passage 310. In this manner, the fluid passage 310 may 
be optimally seated off by introducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements into the 
fluid passage 310. 

30 The upper and lower portions, 305a and 305c, of the shoe 305 are preferably 

substantially tubular, and the intermediate portion 305b of the shoe includes 
corrugations 305ba-305bh. Furthermore, in a preferred embodiment, when the 
Intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 is radially expanded by the application of 
fluid pressure to the interior 315 of the shoe 305. the inside and outside diameters of 

35 the radially expanded intermediate portion ara preferably both greater than the inside 
and outside diameters of the upper and lower portions, 305a and 305c. In this manner. 



the outer circumference of the intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 is preferabSy 
greater than the outer circumferences of the upper and lower portions, 305a and 305c, 
of the shoe. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shea 305 further includes one or more through 
5 and side outlet ports in flucdic communication with the fluid passage 310. In this 
manner, the shoe 305 optimally injects hardenabte fluidic sealing material into the 
region outside the shoe 305 and tubular member 210. 

On an alternative embodiment, the flow passage 31 0 is omitted. 
On a preferred embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 12d, during 
10 placement of the apparatus 300 within the wellbore 100, fluidic materials 250 within the 
raallbor© that ana displaced by the apparatus are conveyed through the fluid passages 
3110, 205a, 225a, and 225b. in this manner, surge pressures created by the placement 
of the apparatus within the wellbore 1 00 are reduced. 

in a preferred embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 113 and 13a, the fluid passage 
1 5 225b is then dosed and a hairdenab!!® fluidic sealing material 255 is then pumped from 
a surface location into the fluid passages 225a and 205®. The material 255 then 
passes from the fluid passage 205a into the interior regton 315 of the shoe 305 below 
the expansion cone 205. The material 255 then passes from the interior region 315 
into the fluid passage 310. The material 255 then exits the apparatus 300 and fills the 
20 annular regcon 280 between the exterior of the tubular nrramber 21 0 and the interior wall 
of the new section 1130 of the wellbore 100. Continued pumping of the material 255 
causes the material to fill up at least a portion of the annular region 260. . 

The materia! 255 is preferably pumped into the annular region 260 at pressures 
and -ftaw rates rartg&ng, for example, from about 0 to 5000 psl and 0 to 11,500 
25 galiena/min, respa^fo^Iy. ThQ optimum flow rate and operating pressures vary as a 
fum^Jtom of the rasing andl wellborn sizes, wellbore secBon length, available pumping 
equipment, and fluid properties of the fluidic material being pumped. The optimum flow 
rate and operating pressure are preferably determined using conventional empirical 
methods. 

30 ■ The hardenabl© fluidic sealing material 255 may be any number of conventional 

commas-dally avaltebl® hardenabie fluidic sealing materials such as, for example, slag 
mix, cement, latex or epoxy. In a pmsfemsd embodiment, the hardenabie fluidic sealing 
material 255 is a blended cement prepaired specifically for the particular mil section 
being drilled from Halliburton Energy Servicas in Dallas, TX in order to provide optimal 

35 support for tubular member 210 while also maintaining optimum flow characteristics so 
as to minimize difficulties during the displacement of cement in the annular region 230. 
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The optimum blend of the blended cement is preferably determined using conventional 
empirical methods. In several alternative embodiments, the hard® nabl® fluidfc sealing 
material 255 is compressible before, during, or after curing. 

The annular region 260 preferably is filled with the material 255 in sufficient 
5 quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 21 0, the annular 
region 230 of the new section 130 of the wellborn 100 will be filled with the material 
255. 

In an alternative embodiment, (the injection of the material 255 into the annular 
iregton 280 is omitted. 

10 As Illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 14a, once the annular region 260 has been 

adequately filled with the material 255, a plug 265, or other similar device, is introduced 
Into the fluid passage 310, thereby fluidicJy isolating the interior region 315 from the 
annular region 260. In a preferred embodiment, a non-hardenable fluidic material 270 
is then pumped into the interior region 315 causing the interior region to pressurize. In 

1 5 this (manner, the interior region 31 5 wQI not contain significant amounts of the cured 
material 255. This also reduces and stapflfle® the cost of the entire process. 
Alternatively, the material 255 may be used during this phase of the process. 

As illustrated in FIG. 15, in a preferred embodiment, the continued injection of 
the flluidic material 270 pressurizes the region 315 and unfolds the corrugations 305ba- 

20 305bh of the intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305. On a preferred embodiment, 
the outside diameter off the unfolded intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 is 
greats than the outside diameter of the upper and tower portions, 305a and 305b, of 
the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, th© Inside and outside diameters of the unfolded 
intermediate portion 305b of the shoe 305 are greater than the inside and outside 

25 diameters, respectively, of the upper and tower portions, 305a and 305b, of the shoe. 
In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the unfolded intermediate portion 
305b of the shoe 305 Is substantially equal to or greater than the inside diameter of the 
prasxistflng casing 305 in order to optimize the formation of a mono-diameter wellbore 



30 As'illustrated in FIG. 16, in a pnsfemred embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is 

then to&ered Into the unfolded intarm^iate portion 305b of the shoe 305. In a 
preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 203 os tawod into the unfolded 
intermedtate portion 305b of the shoe 305 until the bottom off the expansion cone is 
proximate the lower portion 305c of the shoe 305. In a preferred embodiment, during 

35 the bearing of the expansion cone 205 into the unfolded intermediate portion 305b of 
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the shoe 305, the material 255 within the annular region 260 maintains the shoa 305 in 
a substantially stationary position. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1 7, in a preferred embodiment the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone 205 lis than increased In a preferred embodiment, the outside 
5 diameter dS the expansion cone 205 is increased as disclosed in U.S. patent nos. 
5,348,085, and/or 6,012,523, the disclosures of which are incorporate herein by 
reference. In a preferred embodiment, the outside diameter of the radially expanded 
expansion cone 205 is substantially equal to the Inside diameter of the preexisting 
wellbor© rasing 115. 

10 in an alternative embodiment, the expansion cone 205 is not towered into the 

radtelfy expanded portion of the shoe 305 prior to being radially expanded. In this 
manner, the upper portion 305c of the shoe 305 may be radially expanded by the radial 
expansion of the expansion cone 205. 

In another alternative embodiment, the expansion cone 205 Is not radially 

15 expanded. . 

As illustrated in FOG. 18, In a preferred embodiment, a fluldic material 275 is 
then injected) into the region 31 5 through the fluid passages 225a and 205a. In a 
preferred embodiment, one® the interior region 315 bocomos sufficiently pressurized, 
the upper portion 305a of the shoe 305 and the tubular member 210 are preferably 

20 ptasticaliy deformed, radially expanded, and extruded off of the expansion cone 205. 
Furthermost In a preferred embodiment during the end of the radial expansion 
process, the upper portion 210d of the tubular member and the lower portion of the 
preexisting c&slrtg 1 11 5. that overlap with one another are simultaneously plastically 
defamrierf) and radially expanded. In this manner, a mono-diameter mllbore casing 

25 may be tenmed that includes the preexisting wsSlbore rasing 115 and the radiaSiy 
expanded tubular member 210. 

Du ring the extrusion process, the expansion oorte 205 may be raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 210. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 is raised at approximately the same rate as 

30 the tubular member 21 0 is expanded in order to keep the (tubular member 210 

stationary relative to the new weJlbore section 130. In this manner, an overlapping joint 
between the radially expanded tubular member 210 and the tower portion of the 
preexisting casing 1 1 5 may be optimally formed. In an alternative preferred 
embodiment, the expansion oone 205 is maintained in a stationary position during the 

35 Gx&ruston pmooess thereby allowing the tubular member 21 0 to extrude off of the 
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expansion cons 205 and into the new wallbore section 130 under the force of gravity 
and the operating psressum of the Interior region 230. 

In a preferred Embodiment, when the upper end portion 210d of the tubular 
member 21 0 and the lower portion of the preexisting casing 1 1 5 that overlap with one 
5 another are plastically deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 205, the 
expansion cone 205 lis displaced out of the wellbore 100 by both the operating 
pressure within the region 230 and a upwardly directed axial force applied to the 
tubular support member 225. 

The overlapping joint between the lower portion of the preexisting rasing 115 
1 0 and- the radially expanded tubuter member 21 0 preferably provides a gaseous and 
fluidlc seal. In a partleularty preferred embodiment, the sealing members 245 optimally 
provide a fly die and gaseous seal in the overlapping joint In an alternative 
embodiment, the sealing members 245 are omitted. - 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic 
1 5 material 275 is ©ontroltebly ramped down when the expansion oone 205 reaches the 
upper end portion 210d off the (tubular member 210. In this manner, the sudden release 
of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubuiar member 210 off of the 
expansion rone 205 ran be minimised. In a preferred embodiment, the operating 
pressure is reduced in a substantially linear fashion from 100% to about 10% during 
20 th© end of the extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone 205 is within 
about 5 feet from completion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion 
21 Od of th® tubular member Is tapered in order to gradually reduce the required 
operating pressure for plastically deforming and radially expanding the upper end 
25 portion of the tubular number. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus may be 
at least partially minimized. . 

Alternatively, or In combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 
member 225 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of pressure* 
The shock-absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional commercially 
30 avallabte shook absorbsir adapted for use in ^libera operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion oorta catching structure is 
provided) in the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular member 210 in order to catch or 
at (east decelerate the expansion oone 205. 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 200 6s adapted to minimize tensile, 
35 buxnst, and friction effeds upon the tubular member 210 during the expansion process. 
These effects will be depend upon the geometry of the expansion- oone 205, the 



.material composition of the tubular member 210 and expansion cone 205. the inner 
diameter of the tubular member 210, the wall thickness of the tubular member 210, the 
type of lubricant, and the yield strength of the tubular member 21 0. in general, the 
thicker the wall thlctcness, the smaller the inner diameter, and the greater the yield 
5 strength of the tubular member 210, then the greater the operating pressures required 
to extrude the tubular member 210 off of the expansion cone 205. 

For typical tubular members 210, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 off of 
the expansion cone 205 will begin when the pressure of the interior region 230 
reaches, for example, approximately 500 to 9,000 psi. 

10 During the extrusion process, the expansion cone 205 may be raised out of the 

©xpsnded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates ranging, for example, from about 
0 to 5 ft/sec In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion process, the expansion 
cone 205 is raised out of the expanded portion off the tubular member 210 at rates 
ranging from about 0 to 2 ft/sec In order to minimize the time required for the expansion 

15 prcoass ©tso psrrrtffflrtg easy oorrtol of th$ expansion process. 

As Illustrated in FOG. 19, once the extrusion process is completed, the 
expansion cone 205 is removed from the wellbore 1 00. In a preferred embodiment, 
either before or after the removal of the expansion rone 205, the integrity of the fluidic 
seal of the overlapping joint between the upper end portion 21 Od of the tubular member 

20 210 and the lower end portion 1 15a of the preexisting weBbora casing 1 15 Is tested 
using conventional methods. 

In a preferred embodiment, if the fluidic seal of the overlapping joont between 
the upper end portion 210d of the tubular member 210 and the lower end portion 11 15a 
off Sh© easing 115 te &stH@fectory, then any uncured portton of the raterfe)! 255 within the 

25 expanded tubular member 210 is then removed' in a oonventtonai manner such as, for 
example, circulating the uncured material out of the interior off the expanded tubular 
member 210. The expansion cone 205 is then pulled out of the wsllbore section 130 
and a drill bit or mill is used in combination with a conventional drilling assembly to drill 
out any hardened material 255 within the tubular member 21 0. In © preferred 

30 ®mfbodiirn®nt, (the material 255 within the annular region '260 is then allowed to fully 
cure. 

As illustrated In FIG. 20, the bottom portion 305c of the shos 305 may thesn b® 
removed by drilling out the bottom portion of the shoe using conventional drilling 
methods. The wellbore 1 00- may then be extended in a conventions! maimer using a 
35 conventional drilling assembly. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter off flh® 
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extended portion of the wellbora is greater than the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe 305. 

The method of FIGS. 1 2-20 may be repeatedly performed in order to provide a 
mono-diameter wellbore casing that includes overlapping wellbore casings. The 

5 overlapping wellbor© casing preferably inc9ude outer annular layers of fluidic sealing 
material. Alternatively, the outer annular layers of fluklic seating material may be 
omitted. In this manner, a mono-diameter wellbore casing may be formed within the 
subterranean formation that extends for tens of thousands of feet More generally still, 
the teachings of FIGS. 1 2-20 may be used to form a memo-diameter wellbora casing, a 

10 pipeline, a structural support, or a tunnel within a subterranean formation at any 
orientation from the vertical to the horizontal. 

In a preferred embodiment, the formation of a mono-diameter mllbore casing, 
as illustrated in FIGS. 12-20, is further provided as disclosed in one or more of the 
totaling: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 

15 25791.03-02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913. 
attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, (filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent 
appScattion serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 11/15/1999, 
(5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1 .02, filed 

20 on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 
25791.12.02, filled on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 08/511,941, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent 
appicatcoro serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, 

25 (10) POT patent appMcatton sorial no. PCT/US00/18835, attorney docket no. 
25791 .25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1 ) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/162,671, ©temoy docket mo. 25791.27, filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application mmi no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, fited on 
9/16/1899, (13) U.S. provision®! patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney 

30 docket no. 25791 .34, filed on 1 0/1 2/1 999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed 
on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attorney 
docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial 

35 no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39. filed on 11/12/1999. (18) U.S. 

provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket nd. 25791.45, filed 
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on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,645, attorney 
docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/233,636, attorney docket no. 25791 .47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21 ) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 
5 DO/2/2000, and (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/282,434, attorney 
docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, the disclosures erf which are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

In several alternative embodiments, the apparatus 200 and 300 are used to 
form and/or repair wellbore casings, pipelines, and/or structural supports. 

10 In several alternative embodiments, the folded geometries of the shoes 21 5 and 

305 are provided in accordance with the teachings of U.S. Patent Nos. 5,425,559 
and/or 5,794,702, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

An apparatus for forming a wellbore rasing in a borehole located in a 
subterranean formation including a preexisting wellbore rasing has been described that 

15 includes a support member Including a first fluid passage, an expansion cone coupled 
to the support member including a second fluid passage fluididy coupled to the first 
fluid passage, an expandable tubular liner movably coupled to the expansion cane, and 
an expandable shoe coupled to the expandable tubular liner. In a preferred 
embodiment, the expansion cone is expandable. In a preferred-embodiment, the 

20 expandable shoe includes a valveabte fluid passage for controlling the flow of fluidic 
materials out of the expandable shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable 
shoe includes: an expandable portion and a remaining portion, wherein the outer 
dsmsimfeffwc© of the expandable portion is greater than the outer circumference of the 
remaining portion. On a preferred embodiment, the expandable portion .includes: one or 

25 more inward folds. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable portion includes: one or 
more corrugations. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable shoe Includes: one or 
more Inward folds. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable shoe Includes: one or 
moire corrugations. 

A shoa has also been described that includes an upper annular portton, an 

30 intermediate annular portion, and a tower annular 'portion, herein the Intermediate 
annular portion has an outer drctcmfer^ios that is larger than the outer tircumferonras 
of the upper and tower annular portions. In a preferred embodiment, the lower annular 
portion includes a valveabt® fluid passag© for centreing the ffow of fluidic materials out 
of the shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the intermediate portion includes one or mom 

35 inward folds. On a preferred embodiment, (the intermediate portion includes one or more 
corrugations. 
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A method of forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole has also been described that 
includes installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shea in the borehole, 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material into the 
5 shoe, and radially expanding at (east a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 
material into the borehoJe below the expansion cone, in a preferred embodiment, the 
method further includes radially expanding the expansion cone, tn a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes touring the expansion cone into the radially 
expanded portion of the shoe, and radially expanding the expanscon cone. In a 

10 preferred embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding at least a portion 
of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic (material into the borehole below 
the radlaMy expanded expanston cone. In a preferred embodiment the method further 
Includes injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. In a preferred embodiment the method further includes 

15 radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellborn rasing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes overlapping a portion of the radially 
expanded tubular liner with a portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is substantially 
equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of the preexisting weHbore 

20 rasing. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes applying an axial force 
to the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner. 

An apparatus for forming a wellbore rasing In a subterranean formation having 
25 a preexisting weiibore rasing positioned in a borehote has also been described that 
indudes means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
borehole, means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe, and means far 
medially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the 
apparatus further Includes means for radially expanding the expansion oorte. tn a 
30 preferred embodiment, the apparatus further Includes means for lowering the 

expansion cone Into the radiaDy expanded porta of the shoe, and means for radially 
expanding the expansion oone. Dn a pref&m&d embodiment, the apparatus further 
indudes means for Injecting a fluWic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further indudes 
35 means for injecting a hardenable fluSdic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular Diner and the barehdJe. On a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
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includes means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting waltbcre 
rasing. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes means for 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting wellbore rasing. In a preferred embodiment, th® inside diameter of the 
5 radially expanded tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 

nonoverfapping portion of the preexisting wellhore casing. Dn a preferred embodiment, 
the apparatus further includes means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 
In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 
than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner. 

10 An apparatus for forming a wellbone casing within a subterranean formation 

including a preexisting wellbor© casing positioned in a borehole has also been 
descrtoed that includes a tubular liner and moans for radially expanding and coupling 
the tubular liner to an cwertapping portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. The 
inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner Is substantially equal to the inside 

1 § diameter of a non-overiapptrtg portion of the preexisting wellbore rasing. 

A wellbor© casing positioned In a borehole within a subterranean formation has 
also been described that inciudes a first wsltboro casing and a second vsellbore rasing 
coupled to and overtopping with the first wellbore rasing, whexrein the second mllbore 
rasing is coupled to the first wellbore rasing by the pxrooess oft Installing the second 

20 wellbore rasing, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, radially expanding at 
least a portion of the shoe by InjscSircg a fluidic material into the shoe, and radially 
expanding at least a portion cJ the second wellbor© rasing by injecting a fluidic material 
into the borehole below the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the process 
for forming the wetlbona rasing further includes radially expanding the expansion cone. 

25 In a pr^fer^d ombodlmsnt, the praosss tor forming the wellbore rasing further includes 
towering the expansion cone- into the radially Qxpanded portion of the shoe, and radially 
expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the 
welbbre rasing further includes radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and 
the second wellbor© rasing by injecMrcg a fluidic material into the borehole below the 

30 radially expanded expansion bone. . In a preferred - embodiment, the process tor forming 
the wellbore rasing further includes Injecting a handenable flukSfc sealing material into 
an annulus bebeen the second wellbora rasing and the borehoSe. On a preferred 
embodiment, th© process far fawning the wellbore rasing ffurther includes radially 
expanding at least a portion of th® first weilbome easing. In a preferred embodiment, 

35 the process for farming Si® welJbofle casing fturtftor Includes overlapping a portion of the 
radially expanded second wellbor® rasing with a portfon off the first wsillbore rasing. Dn 
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a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded second weBbore 
casing is substantially equal to the Inside diameter of a nonoverlapplng portion of the 
first wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the weltbore 
casing further Includes applying an axial force to the expansion cone. In a preferred 
5 embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or equal 
to the Inside diameter of the radially expanded second wellbore casing. 

- A method of forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole has also been described that 
includes installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole, 

10 radially expanding at (east a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material into the 
shoe, and radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 
material into the borehole below the expansion cone, in a preferred embodiment, the 
method further includes radially expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes towering the expansion cone into the radially 

15 expanded portion of the shoe, and radially expanding the expansion cone. In a 

preferred embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding at least a portion 
of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting a fluidte material into the borehole below 
the radially expanded expansion oone. In a preferred embodiment, the method further 
includes injecting a hardemabte fluidic sealing material into an ennulus between the 

20 tubular liner and the borehole. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes 
radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular member. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further Includes overlapping a portion of the radeslly 
expanded tubular liner with a portion of the preexisting tubular member. In a preferred 
embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is substantially 

25 equal to the inside diameter of a rtonovertepping portion of the preexisting tubular • 
member. On a preferred embodiment,- the method further includes applying an axial - 
foroa to the expansion cone, in a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
radteSy expanded shoe is greater than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded tubuSar liner. 

30 .An apparatus for forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having 
a preexisting tubular member positioned En a borehole has also been -described that 
includes means for installing a tubuSar liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
borehole, means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe, and means for 
radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular Diner. On a preferred embodiment, the 

35 apparatus further Includes means for radially expanding the expansion oone. In a 
preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes means for Dowering the 
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expansion cone into the radially expanded portion cJ the shoe, and means for radially 
expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
includes means for injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes 
5 means for Injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material Into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehoi®. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further 
includes means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular 
member. In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further includes means for 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 

10 preexosting tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonoveriapping portion of the preexisting tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, 
the apparatus further includes means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 
In a preferred embodiment, the Jnskte diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 

15 than or equal to the Inside diameter of the radiaBy expanded tubular liner. 

An apparatus tor forming a tubular structure within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehote has also been 
described that includes a tubular liner and means for iradSally expanding and coupling 
the tubular liner to an overlapping portion of the preex&sttng tubular member. The 

20 inside* diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside 
diameter of a mon-overtapping portion of the preexisting tubular member. 

A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation has 
also been described that Includes a first tubular member and a second tubular member 
coupted to and overlapping with the first tubular member, wherein the second tubular 

25 member Is coupled to the first tubular member by the process of: installing the second 
tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehoSe, radially expanding at 
Beast a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material into the shoe, and rad&lly 
expanding at least a portion of the second tubular member by infecting a fiuWic material 
into the borehole betow the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the process 

30 for terming the tubular structure further includes radially expanding 8he expansion con®. 
In a preferred embodiment, the process for (farming the tubuter structure further 
incSudes towering the expansion cone Into the radially expanded portion of the shoe, 
and radially expanding the expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the process 
for farming the (tubular structure further includes (radially expanding at least a portion of 

35 the shoe and the second tubular member by Injecting a fluidic material into the 

borehote below the radially expanded expansion cone. . On a preferred embodiment, the 



28 



process for forming the tubular structure further includes injecting a hardenable fluidic 
sealing material into an annulus between the second tubular member and the borehole. 
In a preferred embodiment, the process for forming the tubular structure further 
includes radially expanding at least a portion of the first tubular member. In a preferred 

5 embodiment, the process for forming the tubular structure further includes overlapping 
a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member with a portion of the first 
tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second tubular member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonoverfapping portion of the first tubular member. In a preferred embodiment, the 

10 process for forming the tubular structure further includes applying an axial force to the 
expansion cone. In a preferred embodiment, the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
second tubular member. 

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and 

15 described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated in 
the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some features of the present invention 
may be employed without a corresponding use of the other features. Accordingly, It Is 
appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and in a manner consistent 
with the scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 
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1. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

5 a tubular liner, and 

means for radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping 
portion of the preexisting wellbore casing; 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is equal to the 
inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

10 

2. An apparatus for forming a tubular structure within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting tubular member positioned In a borehole, comprising: 

a tubular liner, and 
means for radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping 
15 portion of me preexisting tubular member, 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is equal to the 
Inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of the preexisting tubular member. 
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Claims 

1 . An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a borehole located in a 
subterranean formation Including a preexisting wellbore casing, comprising: 

5 a support member including a first fluid passage; 

an expansion cone coupled to the support member including a second fluid 

passage fluididy coupled to the first fluid passage; 
ah expandable tubular liner movably coupled to the expansion cone; and 
an expandable shoe coupled to the expandable tubular liner. 

10 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expansion cone is expandable. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe includes a vatveable fluid 
passage for controlling the flow of fluldic materials out of the expandable shoe, 

15 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe includes: 
an expandable portion; and 

a remaining portion coupled to the expandable portion; 
wherein the outer circumference of the expandable portion is greater than the 
20 outer circumference of the remaining portion. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the expandable portion includes: 
one or more inward folds. 

25 6. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the expandable portion includes: 
one or more corrugations. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe includes: 
one or more inward folds. 

30 

8. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the expandable shoe Includes: 
one or more corrugations. 



9. 
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A shoe, comprising: 

an upper annular portion; 

an intermediate annular portion coupled to the upper annular portion; and 
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a lower annular portion coupled to the intermediate portion; 

wherein the intermediate annular portion has an outer circumference that is 

larger than the outer circumferences of the upper and lower annular 

portions. 

5 

10. The shoe of claim 9, wherein the lower annular portion includes a valveable fluid 
passage for controlling the flow of fluidic materials out of the shoe. 

11. The shoe of claim 9, wherein the intermediate portion includes: 
1 0 one or more inward folds. 

12. The shoe of claim 9, wherein the intermediate portion includes: 
one or more corrugations. 

15 13. A method of forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting weilbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material 
into the shoe; and 

20 radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 

material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

25 

1 5. The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 

towering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

30 16. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting 
a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially expanded 
expansion cone. 



35 17. 



The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
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injecting a hardenabte fluidic sealing material into an annutus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. 

The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

overlapping a portion erf the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting wellbore casing. 

10 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner Is substantially equal to or greater than the Inside diameter of a 
nonovertapping portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

15 21. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

22. The method of claim 1 3, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 

20 expanded tubular Hner. 

23. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

means for installing a tubular finer, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
25 borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by Injecting a fluidic 

material into the shoe; and 
means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a 

fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

30 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 
means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 



18. 

5 
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25. 



The apparatus of daim 23, further comprising: 

means for towering the expansion cone Into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; and 
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means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 
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26. The apparatus erf claim 25, further comprising: 

means for injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. 

27. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 

means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus 
between the tubular liner and the borehole. 

28. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore 



15 29. The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising: 

means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 
portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

30. The apparatus of claim 29, wherein the inside diameter erf the radially expended 
20 tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of 

the preexisting wellbore casing. 

31. The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising: 

means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

25 

32. The apparatus of claim 23. wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded tubular liner. 

30 33. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation 
including a preexisting wellbore casing positioned In a borehole, comprising: 
a tubular liner, and 

means for radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping 
portion of the preexisting wellbore casing; 
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wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of 
the preexisting welibore casing. 

5 34. A welibore casing positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first welibore casing; and 

a second welibore casing coupled to and overlapping with the first welibore 
casing; 

1 0 wherein the second welibore casing is coupled to the first welibore casing by 

the process of: 

installing the second welibore casing, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 
15 material into the shoe; and 

radially expanding at least a portion of the second welibore casing by 
injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion 
cone. 

20 35. The welibore casing erf claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

36. The welibore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 

25 radially expanding the expansion cone. 

37. The welibore casing of claim 36, wherein the process further comprises: 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the second welibore casing 

by injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
30 expanded expansion cone. 

38. The welibore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 

second welibore casing and the borehole. 

35 

39. The welibore casing of claim 34, wherein the process further comprises: 
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radially expanding at least a portion of the first wellbore casing, 

40. The wellbore casing of claim 39, wherein the process further comprises: 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second wellbore casing with a 
portion of the first wellbore casing. 

41 . The wellbore casing of claim 40, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second wellbore casing is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 
nonoverlapping portion of the first wellbore casing. 

42. The wellbore casing of claim 39, wherein the process further comprises: 
allying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

43. The wellbore casing of claim 34, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded second wellbore casing. 

44. A method of forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

Installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material 
into the shoe; and 

radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 
material into the borehole below the expansion cone. 

45. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

46. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

47. The method of claim 46, further comprising: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the tubular liner by injecting 
a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially expanded 
expansion cone. 
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48. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 

injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 
tubular liner and the borehole. 

5 

49. The method of claim 44, further comprising: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular member. 

50. The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

10 overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 

preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing interface and a 
fluidic seal. 



51 . The method of claim 50, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 

1 5 tubular liner is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a. nonoveriapping portion of 
the preexisting tubular member. 

52. The method of claim 49, further comprising: 
applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

20 

53. The method of claim 44, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded tubular liner. 

25 54. An apparatus for forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe; and 
30 means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner. 

55. The apparatus of daim 54, further comprising: 
means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 



35 56. The apparatus of claim 54, further comprising: 
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means for lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; and 

means for radially expanding the expansion cone. 

5 57. The apparatus of claim 56, further comprising: 

means for injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. 

The apparatus of claim 54, further comprising: 
means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annulus 
between the tubular liner and the borehole. 

The apparatus of claim 54, further comprising: 
means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting tubular 
member. 

The apparatus of claim 59, further comprising: 
means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 
portion of the preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing 
interface and a fluidic seal. 

61 . The apparatus of claim 60, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner Is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoveriapping portion of 
the preexisting tubular member. 

25 

62. The apparatus of claim 59, further comprising: 

means for applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

63. The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
30 shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 

expanded tubular liner. 

64. An apparatus for forming a tubular structure within a subterranean formation , 
including a preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

• 35 a tubular linen and 



58. 
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60. 

20 
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means for radially expanding and coupling the tubular liner to an overlapping 

portion of the preexisting tubular member; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a non-overlapping portion of 

the preexisting tubular member. 

65. A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first tubular member, and 

a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first tubular 
member; 

wherein the second tubular member is coupled to the first tubular member by 
the process of: 

Installing the second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluldic 

material into the shoe; and 
radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular member by 

injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the expansion 

cone. 

66. The tubular structure erf claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 

radially expanding the expansion cone. 

67. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; and 
radially expanding the expansion cone. 

68. The tubular structure of claim 67, wherein the process further comprises: 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe and the second tubular member 
by injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 
expanded expansion cone. 



The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 
injecting a hardenaWe fluidic sealing material into an annulus between the 
second tubular member and the borehole. 
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70. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the process further comprises: 
radially expanding at least a portion of the first tubular member. 

5 71 . The tubular structure of claim 70, wherein the process further comprises: 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member with a 
portion of the first tubular member. 

72. The tubular structure of claim 71 , wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
10 expanded second tubular member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 

nonoverlapping portion of the first tubular member. 

73. The tubular structure of claim 70, wherein the process further comprises: 

applying an axial force to the expansion cone. 

15 

74. The tubular structure of claim 65, wherein the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded shoe is greater than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the 
radially expanded second tubular member. 

20 75. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a borehole located in a 
subterranean formation including a preexisting wellbore casing, comprising: 
a support member including a first fluid passage; 
an expandable expansion cone coupled to the support member including a 
second fluid passage fluldlcly coupled to the first fluid passage; 
25 an expandable tubular liner movabty coupled to the expansion cone; and 

an expandable shoe coupled to the expandable tubular liner comprising: 

a valveabie fluid passage for controlling the flow of fluidic materials out 

of the expandable shoe; 
an expandable portion including one or more inward folds; and 
30 a remaining portion coupled to the expandable portion; 

wherein the outer circumference of the expandable portion Is greater 
than the outer circumference of the remaining portion. 

76. A shoe, comprising: 
35 an upper annular portion; 
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an intermediate annular portion coupled to the upper annular portion including 

one or more inward folds; and 
a lower annular portion coupled to the intermediate portion including a 

valveable fluid passage for controlling the flow of fluidic materials out of 

the shoe; 

wherein the intermediate annular portion has an outer circumference that is 
larger than the outer circumferences of the upper and lower annular 
portions. 

77. A method of forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 
radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic material 
into the shoe; 

lowering the expansion cone Into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; 
radially expanding the expansion cone; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a fluidic 

material into the borehole below the expansion cone; and 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 

preexisting wellbore casing; 
wherein me inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 

tubular liner, and 
wherein the Inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 
substantially equal to or greater than the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping 
portion of the preexisting wellbore casing. 

78. An apparatus for forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting wellbore casing positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

means for Installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 
borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 

material Into the shoe; 
means for lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 

shoe; 

means for radially expanding the expansion cone; 
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means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by injecting a 
fluidic material into the borehole below the radially expanded expansion 
cone; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the preexisting wellbore 
5 casing; and 

means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 

portion of the preexisting wellbore casing; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
10 tubular liner, and 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of 

the preexisting wellbore casing. 

15 79. A wellbore casing positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first wellbore casing; and 

a second wellbore casing coupled to and overlapping with the first wellbore 
casing; 

20 wherein the second wellbore casing is coupled to the first wellbore casing by 

the process of: 

installing the second wellbore casing, an expansion cone, and a shoe in 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic 
25 material into the shoe; 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; 

radially expanding the expansion cone; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the second weUbore casing by 
30 injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the radially 

expanded expansion cone; and 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second wellbore casing 
with a portion of the first Wellbore casing; 
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wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 
than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 
expanded second wellbore casing; and 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded second wellbore 
5 casing is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 

nonoverlapping portion of the first wellbore casing. 

80. A method of forming a tubular structure In a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned in a borehole, comprising: 

10 installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluldic material 
into the shoe; 

lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the shoe; 
radially expanding the expansion cone; 
1 5 radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner by Injecting a fluldic 

material Into the borehole below the radially expanded expansion cone; 

and 

overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a portion of the 
preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing interface and a 
20 fluldic seal; 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 
substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular liner, and 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 
25 substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonoverlapping portion of 

the preexisting tubular member. 

81 . An apparatus for forming a tubular structure in a subterranean formation having a 
preexisting tubular member positioned In a borehole, comprising: 

30 means for installing a tubular liner, an expansion cone, and a shoe in the 

borehole; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe; 
means for lowering the expansion cone Into the radially expanded portion of the 
shoe; 

35 means for radially expanding the expansion cone; 

means for radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular linen and 
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means for overlapping a portion of the radially expanded tubular liner with a 

portion of the preexisting tubular member to provide a load bearing 
Interface and a fluidic seal; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater than or 
substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially expanded 
tubular linen and 

wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded tubular liner is 

substantially equal to the inside diameter of a nonovertapping portion of 
the preexisting tubular member. 

82. A tubular structure positioned in a borehole within a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

a first tubular member, and 

a second tubular member coupled to and overlapping with the first tubular 
member; . . 

wherein the second tubular member is coupled to the first tubular member by 
the process of. 

installing the second tubular member, an expansion cone, and a shoe In 
the borehole; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the shoe by injecting a fluidic . 

material into the shoe; 
lowering the expansion cone into the radially expanded portion of the 

shoe; 

radially expanding the expansion cone; 

radially expanding at least a portion of the second tubular member by 

injecting a fluidic material into the borehole below the 

expanded expansion cone; and 
overlapping a portion of the radially expanded second tubular member 

with a portion of the first tubular member; 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded shoe is greater 

than or substantially equal to the inside diameter of the radially 

expanded second tubular member; and 
wherein the inside diameter of the radially expanded second tubular 

member is substantially equal to the inside diameter of a 

nonovertapping portion of the first tubular member. 
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